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Projects planned  

for upcoming year 
By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 
  The County Commission is 
planning to make facilities 
more citizen-friendly, partly 
with money from the Ameri-
can Rescue Plan. 
  Chairman Ray Long says a 
much needed waiting room is 
planned  for taxpayers doing 
business at the courthouse. 
  “This is something we’ve 
needed for a while,” Long said. 
Instead of people having to 

wait in structured lines in the 
hallways, they’ll have a wait-
ing room to go sit in. This is 
one of our main projects for 
2022.” 
  Prior to the outbreak of 
COVID-19, lines to the license 
commissioner’s office 
sprawled on the second floor, 
sometimes blocking entrance 
and elevator traffic. Once 
COVID hit officials marked 

By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 
  The Morgan County Commission’s pas-
sage of pay incentives for employees is to 
retain them and provide financial assis-
tance during the COVID-19 crisis. 
  Commissioners unanimously approved 
$5,120 for each eligible county employee 
in accordance with the American Rescue 
Plan enacted by Congress earlier this year. 
The commission’s action is in line with 
that of other counties and cities in the 
state and throughout the country. 
  “We value our employees and during 
these trying times we want to show them 
that we appreciate them working and 

Commission gives 

employee extra pay 

under federal plan 

  County Commission Chairman Ray Long, left, 

shows Safety Coordinator  Jonathan  Warner and 

Security Officer Lynn Harvel the area where a 

waiting room will be built outside the second floor 

entrance.  

Morgan  officials prepare for  2022 elections 

By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 
 Voters will not experience any 
changes when casting ballots in 
2022 primary elections on May 24th. 
Candidate qualifying for Republican 
and Democratic nominees begins in 
January and will end on Jan. 28th, 
according to County Probate Judge 
Greg Cain. 
  “There won’t be any changes for 
voters. The only change we’ll have is 
new, updated poll books,” he said. 
   The most current records in No-
vember showed Morgan with a total 
of 84,136 registered voters—76,315 
active and 7,821 inactive. 

  The law changed for absentee vot-
ing in next year’s elections. Circuit 
Clerk Chris Priest says the law was 
changed last year to require photo 
identification for some voters. 
  “In 2020 the law was updated so 
that the absentee model was the 
same for those voting in person. 
Therefore in most situations voters 
will need to submit a copy of their 
photo identification with the applica-
tion for an absentee ballot,” Priest 
explained. “Upon receipt of an appli-
cation the absentee elections office 
will review it, verify voter record and 
send the applicant an absentee bal-
lot.” 

  The absentee office has 24 hours to 
send a voter the ballot and supplies, 
he added. 
  Detailed steps must be taken to re-
turn the ballot. 
  Once receiving the ballot, voting, 
and filling out the affidavit that ac-
companies the ballot, the voter may 
hand deliver or mail the ballot pack-
et to the absentee elections office.  
  “Only the voter can deliver the bal-
lot,” Priest said. “If the voter would 
rather mail the ballot, the voter can 
do so through the postal service or 
any third-party commercial carrier, 
including UPS and FedEx. Upon re-

Please see  Incentives, page 2 

Please see Elections, page 13 

Please see Projects, page 13 
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Incentives  

providing quality services to the citi-
zens of Morgan County,” said Chair-
man Ray Long. “We have great em-
ployees who have worked and contin-
ue to work despite COVID and we 
want to keep them.” 
  Employees, who earn less than 
$70,000 annually, will receive an ad-
ditional paycheck of $640 (minus tax-

es) for eight pay periods. Elected offi-
cials cannot receive the pay. 
  District 1 Commissioner Jeff Clark 
says the incentive for employees is 
timely. 
  “I’m glad that we’re allowed to give 
employees money from the $23 mil-
lion the county received through the 
American Rescue Plan. It couldn’t 
have come at a better time when com-
panies are losing employees, many to 

higher paying jobs,” said Clark. I’m 
also glad we were able to increase pay 
for county jobs from our general fund 
this year. Hopefully, we’ll be able to 
keep our employees from going else-
where.” 
  The commission approved Grade pay 
raises for several department heads 
and others, including employees in the 
sheriff’s department, who received 
substantial pay hikes under the 2022 

fiscal budget.  
“It’s a win for our current employees 

and for those to come on board later,” 

Long said. “They worked through 

COVID so we could continue to  serve 

the people  in the various offices. We 

must be progressive in paying employ-

ees if we want to keep them and lure 

others.” 

Continued from page 1 

NARCOG Foundation helps 

residents in need of making 

home handicap accessible 

By Justin Graves, NARCOG 

Outreach Coordinator 

  Retrofitting a home for handicap 
accessibility is expensive.  In to-
day’s market, the costs can exceed 
$40,000.  For those who need 
these home renovations — espe-
cially when unexpected — this can 
be an overwhelming experience.  

 The North Central Alabama Re-
gional Council of Governments 
(NARCOG) is attempting to pro-
vide assistance for residents in the 
region, who need handicap accessi-
bility renovations through the 
NARCOG Foundation.  

 “Unfortunately, typical grant funds 
are not available to help families 
retrofit a home for handicap acces-
sibility,” NARCOG Executive Direc-
tor Robby Cantrell said. “But I 
would like to get to a point where 
we could use the NARCOG Foun-
dation to help families who need 
these types of renovations.”  

 The NARCOG Foundation is a 501
(c)(3) non-profit that helps older 
adult or disabled clients meet the 

unmet needs from other programs 
and services. One-hundred percent 
of the funds donated are used for 
client assistance.  

 When a home is retrofitted for 
handicap accessibility, numerous 
structural changes typically need to 
be made.  

 Hallways and doorways need to be 
widened. Wheelchair ramps need 
to be installed. Safety railing and 
adjustments need to be made in 
bathrooms. Rooms need expanding 
to make maneuvering a wheelchair 
possible.   

 The costs add up — especially dur-
ing this current market climate, 
where there are supply chain back-
logs and building materials are 
more expensive than normal.  

 Earlier this year, NARCOG used its 
foundation to help a Hartselle man 
who was diagnosed with amyo-
trophic lateral sclerosis (ALS) ren-
ovate his home to make it handicap 
accessible.  

 “When I heard the Kim-
broughs’ (Eric and Sandra) story, I 

immediately wanted to help them,” 
Cantrell said. “I knew that the NARCOG 
Foundation could help. The Foundation 
was able to provide funding for the addi-
tion of a safe room inside the Kimbrough 
residence.”   

 District 2 Commissioner Randy Vest, 
vice chairman of  NARCOG Board of Di-
rectors encourages  people to donate to 
the Foundation. 

  “As  elected officials, we hear about  the 
needs of people and we’re going to start 
contributing and we ask others to do so 
as well,” Vest said. “It’s an extremely wor-
thy cause. I was moved when Robbie told 
me  about the couple he was working 
with.” 

 For more information on contributions 
to the NARCOG Foundation, visit 
www.narcog.org/impact-giving.  

Non-profit  provides help 

 Contractors building a safe room inside the Kimbroughs’ Hartselle home . 

Special to The Voice of Morgan County 

http://www.narcog.org/impact-giving
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Construction of county facilities nearing completion 

By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 
  Residents will soon have new tag and 
property tax satellite offices in 
Hartselle and the eastern part of the 
county as construction nears comple-
tion. 
  In addition, the facility located on 
Shull Road will house the Commission 
on Aging and Parks and Recreation 
departments. 

  The old building near the District 2 
shop was demolished and Parks and 
Recreation and Commission on Aging 
moved to temporary space at North 
Park’s concession facility.  
  Also, a new facility is almost finished 
for satellite offices for tags and proper-
ty tax to replace those currently inside 
the District 4 shop on Union Hill 
Road. 
  The new building is located behind 

the county shop. 
  “Our plan is to have the building oc-
cupied by the end of the year,” said 
Chairman Ray Long. “We’ve already 
purchased the furniture and the work 
is just about finished. All offices 
should be fully operational by the first 
of the year.” 
  “We’re looking forward to moving 
into our new office. We’ve been at 
North Park for almost two years and, 

we’re excited about our new office,” 
said Parks and Recreation Director 
Sean Dailey. 
  In the future, the Emergency Man-
agement Agency could get an offsite 
facility on Lee Street Northeast, near 
the courthouse. 
  “We’re going to contract with Com-
munity Consultants and Goodwin 

Grant possible for  another facility to double as shelter 

Please see Facilities, page 14 

In Decatur 

  Decatur’s Historic Preservation Commission 
is probably unknown to many, especially 
newcomers. Everyone who lives in one of the 
city’s historic districts should know about this 
commission that works voluntarily to protect 
the integrity of historic properties. 
  We asked the city’s Historic Preservation 
Specialist Caroline Swope to provide infor-
mation about the commission’s role in historic 
communities as a special  to “The Voice of 
Morgan County”. 
 

Historic Preservation 101 with Decatur’s 
Historic Preservation Commission 
 
By Caroline Swope 
Decatur Historic Preservation Specialist 
   Stunning historic homes, Gothic Revival 
churches, a jewel box of an Art Deco movie 
theatre, and a Victorian era park with WPA era 
stone structures, Decatur has a rich and varied 
architectural history. The historic districts in-
vite leisurely strolling and are close to unique 
amenities. Decatur has five districts and a 
number of individual properties, including Old 
State Bank, Union Depot, the Dancy-Polk 
House and the Burleson House listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places.  Although 
many people assume the national register is 
the “gold standard” for protecting these unique 
places, however, national register listing does 
not typically protect the resources.  Listing on 
the national register is honorary, and does not 
restrict a property owner’s rights. It’s designed 
to provide a level of protection and review 
from federally funded projects.  Income pro-
ducing properties (commercial, rentals, etc.) 
are also eligible for federal historic tax credits 
and the state of Alabama’s ad valorem tax rate. 

  So what makes two of Decatur’s residential 
National Register neighborhoods, the Old His-
toric Decatur neighborhood and the Albany 
residential district, so unique from the others?  
They are also local historic districts, with local 
design review.  In 1990 the city of Decatur, 
realizing that it was in danger of losing the 
special architectural character of those two 
neighborhoods, passed a local design review 
ordinance with the support of the property 
owners.  These two neighborhoods have a spe-
cial ordinance with a zoning overlay that en-
sures that all exterior modifications go through 
a design review process to ensure compatibility 
with the historic nature of the districts.  The 
city reviews these changes with the assistance 
of the Historic Preservation Commission.  De-
catur is one of thousands of communities 
across the country and state that offer a level of 
local protection through design review.  The 
protection offered to buildings within the local 
districts has preserved the city’s rich history 
through protecting the special character and 
ambience of the districts.  The ordinance was 
supported by a large majority of residents to 
maximize both property values and preserva-
tion in the districts.   
 
What is the Historic Preservation Com-
mission? 
 
The Historic Preservation Commission (HPC 
for short) is a group of seven residents who 
have professional experience with architecture, 
building materials, historic preservation, and 
history.  Many of them live within the historic 
districts.  Their specialized expertise helps 

Protecting the integrity of city’s historic properties 

Please see Historic, page 13 

Old Decatur District-circa 1905-Queen Anne Victorian cottage 

Albany District-circa 1906-Craftsman 

Courtesy photo–Caroline Swope 

Courtesy photo-Caroline Swope 
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By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 
 With tents erected and dirt turned 
on a vacant lot where Lucky’s Su-
permarket once stood, Renasant 
Bank officials brought its down-
town headquarters, Renasant De-
catur Gateway closer to reality. 
  Bank officials hosted a ground-
breaking ceremony on Nov. 17th at 
the site.  
  Refreshments were on a table un-
der a Renasant branded tent, and 
attendees sat in chairs underneath 
the other. 
   The Decatur Heritage Christian 
Academy Band played softly as peo-
ple chatted in small groups. 
    Location of the facility at the in-

tersection of Lee Street and Sixth 
Avenue Northeast will add to the 
upscale ambience of the city’s 
downtown area. 
  Renasant Decatur Market Presi-
dent Tim Lovelace’s vision for the 
facility was praised by bank officials 
and city leaders. 
  To begin the ceremony Renasant 
Loan Executive Seddrick Williams  
gave the invocation. 
  The crowd of about 50 people 
heard from Cook’s Pest Control 
President/CEO Brian Cook,  Deca-
tur-Morgan County Chamber of 
Commerce President/CEO Crystal 
Brown, Decatur Mayor Tab Bowling 

In Decatur 

New  Renasant Bank to enhance  city’s downtown area 

Rendering of Renasant Bank-Decatur Gateway 

Courtesy image 
Continued on next page 

Bank employees interact with guests. Byron and Brynda West with granddaughter Addison Lovelace. 

 Bank President Tim Lovelace, right, guides Leon Sheffield stu-

dents.  Lovelace leads groundbreaking. 
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Birdwell  chosen  to lead 

Juvenile probation office 

By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 
  Michelle Birdwell found her niche 
while working with girls in a group 
home in Florence and for eighteen 
years she’s been helping troubled 
teens find their way. 
  Birdwell is Morgan County’s new 
Chief Probation Officer. She replaced 
Jeff Simmons who retired in June. 
  “After college my first job was work-
ing at a group home for girls in Flor-
ence and, I knew this was my calling,’ 
said Birdwell. I believe it’s a calling. 
If you don’t love kids you can’t do 
this job. We work with families, 
teaching parenting skills. We serve 
the whole family not just the child.” 
  Birdwell has a BS Degree in criminal 
justice from Athens State University, 
a MS Degree in criminal justice from 
the University of North Alabama and 
a Juris Doctorate from Birmingham 
School of Law. 
  Prior to coming to work for Morgan 
County almost two decades ago, she 

was director of Tennessee Valley De-
tention Center. 
  As head of the county’s juvenile pro-
bation department, Birdwell is able 
to get additional training and seek 
funding to provide more programs 
for juveniles and their families. 
  “We work really good with schools, 
the police department and other 
agencies. As chief probation officer 
I’m enjoying getting to do more train-
ing,” said Birdwell. “Our number one 
goal is to keep kids out of trouble and 
help them graduate from school.” 
  She supervises a staff of six juvenile 
probation officers and a juvenile pro-
bation assistant. The office has 
roughly 250 juvenile cases. 
  Chairman Ray Long says Birdwell is 
a good fit. 
  “Her experience and education is 
certainly needed for the job, and 
we’re glad she was here for us to 
choose. We believe she’ll do a good 
job,” Long said. 
  Birdwell is happy with her new posi-

Michelle Birdwell 

tion. 
  “I’m really enjoying this job,” she said. 
“I love working for Morgan County. 
We’re here to serve citizens who are 

having issues with juveniles. They can 
call or come by if they need us.” 
   Birdwell is married and has two chil-

dren. 

Bank 
and Tupelo-based Renasant Bank Presi-
dent/CEO Mitch Waycaster. 
  Bowling said the bank is a perfect fit for 
the city’s plans to improve the appearance 
of the Sixth Avenue corridor. 
  After the program, everyone moved a few 
yards over to witness the groundbreaking. 
Three students from Leon Sheffield Mag-
net School dug in first, and adult leaders 
including Bowling, Brown, Lovelace and 
other banking and city leaders made it 
official. 
  Others participating in the groundbreak-
ing were:  Jack Fite of Fite Building Co.; 
Joe Fuqua of Fuqua & Partners;  Renasant 
Bank Director Neal Holland; Renasant 
Executive Chairman Robin McGraw; Re-
nasant Chief Core Banking Officer Scott 
Cochran; and Renasant Southern Region 
President John Bentley. 
  Lovelace shares credit with colleagues 

Continued from page 4 and said the goal is to create a new 
entrance into the downtown area 
with a state-of-the-art banking cen-
ter. 
  Architects of Fuqua & Partners de-
signed the facility and Fite Building 

Company is the general contractor. 
  Construction is expected to begin 
soon. 
  “We’re expecting construction to 
begin in the next couple of weeks,” 
Lovelace said. “It will take approxi-

mately one year to build, so, opening 
would be in late 2022 or early 2023.” 
  Once the bank is ready for occupan-
cy, staff will vacate its current loca-
tion at Lee Street and First Avenue 
Northeast. 

Decatur Heritage Christian Academy Band  performs. 
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Commissioners tour businesses along the path 

Step out agriventure  trail 

By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 
  Members of the Morgan County 
Commission recently participated in 
tours of businesses along the Step Out 
Agriventure Trail and were amazed 
from what they experienced.  Chair-
man Ray Long and District 4 Commis-
sioner Greg Abercrombie wore pro-
tected gear as required to go into 
Manna House Hydroponic Gardens.  

Commissioners Jeff Clark, Don Stish-
er and Randy Vest took individual 
tours of businesses located in their 
respective districts along The Trail. 
  Jeff Johnson, attorney for the Rural 
Morgan County Industrial Develop-
ment Board, praised the commission-
ers for their support. 
  “Each county commissioner has 
strongly supported The Trail and the 
businesses promoted by The Trail. We 

enjoyed having each of them visit as 
part of the “Meet the Farmer/Maker 
Tour” this fall,” said Johnson. “We are 
glad to have Trail sites all across Mor-
gan County offering plenty of relaxing 
outdoor/ farm experiences, shopping 
and food for those who just want to 
get away for an hour or a day.” 
  Commissioners enjoyed the experi-
ence. 
  “I think we’re a trend-setter in this,” 

said Chairman Ray Long. “It was re-
warding to see all that we have going 
on in the county.” 
  District1 Commissioner Jeff Clark 
predicts The Trail will become a major 
attraction. 
  “Seeing is believing, and what I saw 
showed me what we have in county 
businesses and county life,” Clark 
said. “I believe that as people find out 
about it, they will be drawn to it.” 

From left, Pam Turney, Don Murphy, Chairman Ray Long and District 4 Com-

missioner Greg Abercrombie enjoyed lunch at Graves Grocery. 

Left, Shannon King and District 1 Commissioner Jeff Clark talk inside keto-

genic bakery at Fathead Fanny. 

District 2 Commissioner Randy Vest enjoyed lunch at “Burgers and Fryday. 

District 3 Commissioner Don Stisher , right, talks with Lowell Brenneman 

at Dutch Oven Bakery. 
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 A Manna House staffer (center) explains the hydroponic process to Commis-

sioner Abercrombie and Chairman Long. 

  From left, Commissioner Clark, Emily Fagerman and Patrick Fagerman in 

front of the  welcome center at GoFAR USA Park. 

  Commissioner Vest, left, and Daniel Fagerman talk while walking through 

Fagerman Farm’s sheep barn. 

 Left, Ryan Summerford and Commissioner Stisher  at BJR Summerford 

Farm in Falkville. 
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 Clark Vest Stisher Abercrombie 

Commissioners’ Report 

 

District  shops working on  roads, prepared for winter 

By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 
 Mowing season is headed out and com-
missioners are preparing for winter and 
major projects for the spring.  
  After completing work at the Modaus 
Road and Old Moulton Road intersec-
tion, District 1 Commissioner Jeff Clark 
is preparing to replace a bridge on West 
Morgan Road. 
  “We’re proud of the work at the inter-
section, which will serve as a detour once 
the bridge is closed down for construc-
tion,” Clark said.  Currently, we’re help-
ing Priceville with drainage issues on 
Sunset Acres Road.  Routinely we’re 
trimming trees and finishing the mowing 
season and preparing for winter.” 
  District 2 Commissioner Randy Vest has 
multiple projects underway. 
  “We’re focusing on getting the site 
prepped for the gymnasium at West Park 
and landscaping for the new facility that 
will house Commission on Aging, Parks 
and Recreation and the license and reve-
nue commissioners’ offices,” Vest said. 
“We’re also waiting for a contractor to 
pave six roads for the year.”  
In addition, he said workers are perform-
ing routine duties such as keeping rights-
of-way cleared. 
  District 3 Commissioner Don Stisher’s 
shop employees have been completing 
projects on several roads in the Andrews 
Chapel community and, performing rou-
tine maintenance, including placing road 
signs and installing new driveway cul-
verts. 
  “We’ve been cutting tree limbs to im-
prove visibility for safer travel along with 
numerous day to day activities while we 
answer calls daily from residents. We 
extend holiday greetings for everyone to 
enjoy the season,” Stisher said. 
   District 4 Commissioner Greg Aber-
crombie says he’s stripping and inserting 
grooves on Talucah Road under a federal 
safety program. 
  “This will be the first road in Morgan 
County to be done under the program. 
This is what the state is moving toward,” 

said Abercrombie.  “It’s a good pro-
ject because it’ll make all of our ma-

jor carrier roads safer.” 
  All district shops are equipped with 

winter supplies to keep roads safe in 
the event of snow and ice.  

 Harvey Oden Road in the Rock Creek community  in Dis-

trict 3 got a new surface. 

District 3 shop employees working at Falkville Elementary  

School. 

Work in District 3 
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Commissioners’ Report 

 Junior Varsity Champs 

  Brewer High School’s  girls Junior Varsity  Basketball team  pose with  tro-

phy after  winning the Morgan County Volleyball Tournament. Kneeling 

from left: Sarah Kate Lowery, Natalie Hill, Riley Miller and  Carley Goree.  

Standing,  from left: Lily Yancey, Sarah Brown, Emma Gandy, Sadie Vest, 

Blakley Faulkner and Alaina Smith. Not pictured: Katy McCutcheon. 

New fountains 

 Maintenance employees recently replaced water fountains on each floor of 

the courthouse. Brandon Cagle stands beside  one that was installed in the 

basement. 

Message from Animal Control 

   Our office has been asked recently how our numbers have been affected by the COVID-19 virus. We are seeing more animals surrendered over the past few 
months and this could possibly be attributed to people no longer working from home and finding themselves going back into an office setting. Our adoptions 
were good when there was a statewide stay at home order from Governor Ivey, as well as rescue groups pulling from our facility. I feel the mandate created an 
opportunity for people to adopt due to having extra time to care for an animal, but since people are returning to work they are realizing the dilemma this cre-
ates. Pet owners can have the most gratifying, selfless, and therapeutic experience through pet adoption, but there is a great deal of responsibility that comes 
with it. It may not be a good idea to give a pet as a gift unless you first discuss the gift with the recipient. 

   I would like to address some common things we experience here at animal control on a daily basis.      Morgan County has a leash law that prohibits animals 
from roaming loosely. The provision of 3-1-5, code of Alabama, 1975, was adopted in 1990 and now applies to Morgan County. This also includes all municipal-
ities within the county as well. 

  Another issue we face is dogs chasing, injuring or killing livestock. This carries very serious consequences. By law the owner of the animals for such actions is 
responsible for up to three times the value of livestock killed or wounded. The provision of 3-1-6, code of Alabama addresses this issue. Dogs are important to 
their owners because they view them as their pets and we understand that, but to a farmer livestock is their investment as well as income. This law includes a 
clause(s) to protect farmers. 

  Lastly, the importance of having pets spayed or neutered, as well as vaccinated are very important. We realize that pets will sometimes get off their property 
but, if they have been vaccinated or microchipped we can reach out to the veterinarian and reunite them with their owner. We work very well with local rescue 
groups and others who represent them and they play a major role helping us reduce the number of euthanized animals at our facility. We have more animals 
rescued than adopted so we are truly grateful for their services. In some instances cats can have a litter of kittens and eight days later become pregnant again. 

  We are fortunate to have the facility we have for animal control. Officials from other counties in North Alabama have visited our location to possibly pattern 
their facilities after ours if they choose to build their own. The citizens can feel comfortable knowing pets are in a clean, safe, climate controlled environment if 
they should ever require our services. It is a pleasure for our department to serve the needs of Morgan County. 

 

Darren Tucker 

Director of Morgan County Animal Control 
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MCS School News 

Decatur-Morgan Chamber hosts event for MCS 

 Morgan County Schools Technology Park students participated in the 

Endless Opportunities event hosted by the Decatur Morgan Chamber  of 

Commerce recently. Eighth graders from throughout the school district 

enjoyed interactive career exploration at Ingalls Harbor in Decatur.  

Livestock Judging Team 

 The Brewer High School Livestock Judging Team represented the state 

on Oct. 27th at the National FFA Convention in Indianapolis, IND. From 

left, Landon Hornbuckle, Caden Childers, Emma Johnson, Blake Bennett, 

Maggie Raper and Coach/Agriscience teacher Josh Melson. The team 

earned silver and placed 17th best team in the nation.  

Congratulations! 

Learning to serve others early 

  Priceville Elementary students collected socks for Terrace Assisted Living/Senior 

Center. More than 100 pairs were donated to one class. Each grade level per-

formed an assignment; Kindergartners sorted the socks, first graders counted 

them and second graders graphed them. The class  that collected the most had a 

pizza party. 

Career Prep 

Priceville Jr. High School kicked off 
its Career Prep Community Partner 
program recently. During the assem-
blies, students heard from communi-
ty leaders about preparing for their 
future. 

State of  Morgan County Schools 

  During his recent address at the State 
of Morgan County Schools event, Su-
perintendent Robert Elliott Jr. shared 
a video focusing on improving test 
scores, college/career-ready students, 
communication efforts with parents 
and, a growing technological presence 
in classrooms. The Morgan County 
Schools Foundation hosted the event 
at Witt House in Priceville. 
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 School News 

Tech Park JROTC takes Veterans’ Day program on the road to honor heroes 

 Morgan County Schools Technology Park 

JROTC students began its “on-the-road” 

Veterans’ Day program  on Nov. 8th, visit-

ing Cotaco and Eva schools. About twenty-

five cadets, under the leadership of Battal-

ion Commander Trevan Bailey, Executive 

Officer Tori Boles and Command Sgt. Ma-

jor Kyleigh Curbow  participated. JROTC 

hosted a program for the home school pro-

gram on Nov. 9th;  and the detachment of 

Priceville High hosted its home school pro-

gram on Nov. 10th and  also went to 

Priceville Elementary  to support the 

school’s Veterans’ Day program. Cadet Ma-

jor Eric Warren and Cadet Sgt. Major Bells 

Thrash led  the cadets at PHS. 

Due to the threat of inclement weather  on 

Nov. 11th , the parade was canceled. The 

tour concluded with Col. Pokemire  and 

nine cadets attending a program at Ameri-

can Legion Post 15 in Decatur. MCS Technology Park JROTC students 

 Higher Education 

Posed behind a frame, Danville High  student Desirae Yost 

was one of about 70 students to  apply for college  during a 

designated week  in November. 

Tech Tours 

MCS Technology Park hosted tours last 
month for more than 1,000 ninth and 
tenth graders. Students got a glimpse of 
the environment and facilities of 17 
programs offered and, they  heard from 
teachers and students in the classes. 
MCS National Technical Honor Society 
students led the tours. 

West Morgan students tour technology park 

 Board members finish strong 

  During an October meeting of the 
Morgan County Board of Education 
these members were honored for 
completion of the 2021 Alabama 
Association of School Boards Mem-
ber Academy: Mike Tarpley,  Master 
8th  Year date plate; John Holley, 
Master 1st Year plaque (to receive at 
AASB winter conference); and Chris-
topher Humphries, Level 1 certifi-
cate. Congratulations to all mem-
bers. 

From left,  Humphries, Jimmy Dobbs (Chairman), Tarpley 

and Holley.  
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Youth basketball soars after  

downturn, new facilities on tap  

 By Sheryl Marsh 
 Communications Director 
 The county’s Parks and Recreation De-
partment has experienced a comeback 
in youth sports after a downturn during 
the 2019-2020 seasons. 
  “It’s good to see the numbers bounce 
back from last year’s COVID-19 related 
drop,” said Director Sean Dailey.  
He compared the two youth basketball 
seasons. 
  This year the department had 104 
teams, a rise from 83 teams last year. 
Teams comprised 6U (five and six year 
olds); 8U (seven and eight year olds, 
girls and boys); 10U (nine and ten year 
olds, boys and girls); and 12U (eleven 
and twelve year olds). 
   “Basketball is a unique challenge, hav-
ing so many teams, communities and 
venues,” Dailey said. “We are fortunate 
to have an excellent athletic director, 
Valerie Scott, an outstanding league 
board led by President Jason Page and 

tremendous leadership at the communi-
ty level to pull this all together. The 
number of volunteers count is in the 
hundreds and we are extremely grateful 
for all the work that coaches, team par-
ents and community representatives do 
to make it happen.” 
  Construction is underway of new rec-
reational facilities. 
  In addition to planning and hosting 
youth games, the department is spear-
heading three construction projects. 
  “We are proud of the continued im-
provements and additional amenities 
added to all our parks,” said Dailey. At 
Brindlee Mountain we are in the pro-
cess of adding an outdoor basketball 
court that will also be set up for pickle-
ball. In the last few years we’ve added a 
batting cage, playground and T-ball 
field. Also, we couldn’t be more excited 
about our new gym being built at West  

Parks and recreation 

Continued on page 13 

Continued from page 12 

Bobby Brewer Field being cleared for  new baseball/softball fields and build-

ings. Dale Wilbanks finishing concrete on new basketball court at Brindlee Mountain Park. 

 Parks and Recreation has been busy making sure all facilities are prepared for 

various, seasonal sports.  Here,  youth teams from Union Hill and Cotaco com-

pete in  an opening basketball game. 

Opening game 
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Projects 

Parks and Rec 

Park. It will create a myriad of recreational 
opportunities for the community and 
county.” 
  Additional land the county acquired will 
make room for additions to North and 
South parks. 
  “Our parks have become extremely de-
sired by travel baseball and softball com-
munities due to our quality facilities and 
customer service,” Dailey said. “Some of 
our parks are scheduled most weekends as 
far as a year out. The addition of new fields 
at North Park and South Park will not only 
be a benefit to our growing local communi-
ty leagues, but will allow us to host bigger 
events that would have a larger economic 
impact on Morgan County.” 

Continued from page 12 

Elections 

-ceipt of the ballot packet by the absentee 
office, a notification will be placed within 
the verified election records that the bal-
lot has been received and it will be placed 
in a locked box until Election Day at 
which time the ballot will be counted.” 
 Absentee ballots are tallied in the probate 
judge’s office with poll votes for a com-
plete total. Primary elections will be held 
May 24, 2022 and absentee voting will 
begin March 20. 

Continued from page 1 

the floors for social distancing and 
License Commissioner Sharon Max-
well organized areas near her office for 
visitors to stand that placed them out 
of the main hallway. 
  “The waiting room will do away with 
all standing in the hallway on the sec-
ond floor,” said Long. “It’s not good to 
have people crowding hallways for any 
reason.” 
   Construction will begin outside the 
second floor entrance in the area of 
the concrete pad. 
  “It’ll be a one story waiting room for 

all those who have to wait in line any-
where in the courthouse,” Long said. 
“It will be modified to provide distanc-
ing due to COVID-19 or any other fu-
ture pandemic. The security station on 
the second floor will move forward for 
visitors to go through before entering 
the building. The waiting room will 
cover from where the security station 
is now and extend beyond.” 
  The waiting room will have speakers 
to call for people going to various of-
fices. 
  It could be used for other purposes. 
  “Use of the structure is limitless. If 
we ever have another pandemic, it 

could be used for a clinic. It has many 
possibilities,” Long said.  
   Design of the building by Architect 
John Godwin could begin early next 
year. 
  Another major project is the court-
house heating and cooling system. 
  “HVAC is our biggest priority. The 
Association of County Commissions of 
Alabama hired a group to check to 
make sure we meet the guidelines to 
cover the costs with the American Res-
cue Plan funding. The firm will come 
and inspect our system and if it meets 
the requirements they’ll write the 
specifications for the project. We’re 

quite sure we’ll meet them and we 
want to be first on the firm’s list. We 
want to make sure we’re meeting all 
the guidelines so we won’t have to pay 
any money back,” Long said. 
  District 1 Commissioner Jeff Clark 
agrees that the projects are needed. 
 “There’s no doubt about the HVAC 
system because of its age. And, we def-
initely need a waiting room so people 
won’t have to stand outside in inclem-
ent weather,” said Clark.  
  If all goes well, the projects could 
begin early next year.  ACCA is serving 
as a guide for several counties to en-
sure proper use of the federal funds. 

Continued from  page 1 

Historic 

protect the assets for the city and the 
investments of individual homeown-
ers.  They are appointed to three-
year terms by the Decatur City Coun-
cil. 
What does the Historic Preser-
vation Commission review? 
The Historic Preservation Commis-
sion policies govern exterior repairs, 
alterations, additions, new construc-
tion, fencing, driveways, and signifi-
cant landscaping changes within the 
district.  The Historic Preservation 
Commission has standards for design 
review that are based on nationally 
recognized standards for historic re-
habilitation work, developed by the 
National Park Service.  These guide-
lines set forth the best practices for 
the treatment of historic properties 
to preserve the special character of 
these places.  The commission’s in-
terpretations of these standards are 
specific to our historic districts.   
 
How does the Historic Preser-
vation Commission Review a 
project? 
 
A Certificate of Appropriateness 
(CoA) is submitted that outlines the 
proposed changes or repair work.  
CoA applications can be found at the 
City of Decatur’s Historic Preserva-

tion webpage:  https://
www.cityofdecatural.com/
departments/historic-preservation-
commission/ 
There is no fee for submitting a CoA.  
Once a complete application is sub-
mitted, city staff adds it to the next 
agenda and the commission reviews 
the request.  The commission re-
quires that property owners, or their 
representatives, attend the meeting 
to answer any questions about the 
project.  Approved CoAs are given to 
the property owners, and copies are 
transmitted to the building depart-
ment.  The building department will 
not issue building licenses within the 
districts without an approved CoA.  
For larger projects (additions, major 
siding work, new construction, etc.) 
commission staff will often place a 
yard sign on the property, informing 
the public that a large scale project 
has been approved.  For demolition 
requests, additions, and new con-
struction, letters are sent out to adja-
cent property owners letting them 

know of the proposed work.  Almost 
97% of reviewed CoA applications 
are approved.  Often those that aren’t 
approved are modified by the propo-
nents to ensure better projects.   
When does the Historic Preser-
vation Commission meet? 
The Historic Preservation Commis-
sion meets on the second Thursday 
of each month, at 5:30 pm, in City 
Council Chambers, which is located 
on the first floor of City Hall.  The 
meetings are open to the public.   
 
Are all Certificates of Appropri-
ateness requests reviewed by 
the Historic Preservation Com-
mission? 
CoAs that address routine mainte-
nance or emergency requests 
(diseased tree removal, etc.) have the 
ability to be approved by staff as part 
of an expedited review.  The applica-
tion is the same, regardless of who 
reviews the CoA.  Staff does not have 
the authority to reject a complete 
CoA. If it is something they aren’t 
authorized to review, it is placed on 
the full commission agenda. 
   
Have more questions? 
 
The Historic Preservation Staff per-
son for the city is Caroline Swope 
and can be reached at 256-476-7520 
or at cswope@decatur-al.gov 

Continued from page 3 
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Facilities 

Mills & Cawood Architectural/
Engineering to apply for a Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA)  grant and for design of a 
building  on a lot the county owns be-
hind an investment firm,” Long said. 
We plan to move EMA out of the base-
ment and into the new building if 
we’re approved for the grant.” 
  Long said the facility, which would 
have a safe room, will serve as a public 
shelter for residents during stormy 
weather. Currently the courthouse 
serves that purpose. 
  If and when a new facility is built, 
Long said the basement would still be 
used. 

  “The auditorium, which was renovat-
ed not long ago, will still be used for 
meetings, training and other gather-
ings. We’ll use other areas for storage, 
“Long said. “I believe we’ll have a good 
shot at getting the grant. A plus for us 
is that we’ll have our architectural de-
sign to submit with it.” 
 Other construction includes a gymna-
sium at West Park, for which ground-
work is underway and Long says he 
hopes it’s ready to open by the end of 
next summer.  
  Also,  the commission plans to pur-
chase land at Flint for the Rescue 
Squad.  “We plan to buy four acres for 
them to build a new office,” said Long. 
“They’ll build their own facility but we 
want to provide the land.” 

Continued from page 3 
No dumping 

  Dumping trash/debris in Morgan County is illegal, and that’s why 

Morgan County environmental officials urge residents and business 

owners to dispose of waste properly.  

  Our roads and bridges are not disposal sites. Please help keep the 

county free of litter and construction debris. 

Beware! Someone may be watching 
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Branch  Locations 

211 Lee St. NE 

1830 Modaus Road SW 

1309 Stratford Road SE 

Sponsor of this publication Sponsor of this publication 

Support local businesses 
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  The Voice of Morgan County is a prod-

uct of the Morgan County Commission and 

none of its content may be reproduced 

without permission from the governing 

authority. 

  The commission established the Commu-

nications Department, from which the 

quarterly publication was created in 2012, 

and it currently goes into more than 48,000 

homes throughout the county.  It is pro-

duced by Communications Director Sheryl 

Marsh. 

   The Morgan County Commis-

sion  has  free Rx  discount cards 

for county residents. Collectively, 

the cards have resulted in hun-

dreds of thousands of dollars in 

savings for people who have used 

them.  To get your card please go 

to our website: .co.morgan.al.us 

and click on Coast to Coast to re-

quest one. We will mail it to you. 

There are o eligibility require-

ments. 

@MorganCoComm Morgan County Commission 

About  The  Voice of  Morgan County Rx cards  available 
Neighbor Christian Center’s 

donations  list for Christmas 
  Year-around, the Neighbor Chris-
tian Center gives to those with 
needs and Christmas is a special 
time for giving.  This holiday sea-
son the organization needs gently 
used and new toys for its Christ-
mas Toy Store. You may drop off 
your donations Monday through 
Wednesday from 9 a.m. -3 p.m. 
and Thursday from 9 a.m. until 
noon. 
  Also, you may shop NCC’s AMA-
ZON LIST and send new toys di-
rectly to the toy store. 
NCC accepts food bags, clothes and 
hygiene kits on Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 9 a.m. until 
noon. The organization continues 
to follow safety and health guide-
lines and asks that you wear a 
mask and knock on the front door 
for someone to assist you. 
  Essential items needed are: Fall/

winter clothes of all sizes for people 
of all ages; underwear for boys and 
men; coats of all sizes for everyone; 
small household items; sheets 
(especially king and queen sizes); 
deodorant, toothpaste, toothbrush-
es; paper plates, plastic cups, paper 
towels, toilet paper; and large 
black, drawstring garbage bags and 
white garbage bags. THANKS FOR 
GIVING! 

 Courthouse holiday 

closings 

The Courthouse will be closed on 

the following days  for Christmas 

and New Year holidays: 

Christmas: Thursday, Dec. 23,  Fri-

day , Dec. 24 

New Year’s :Friday, Dec. 31 


